
Living a Righteous Life: 
THE LETTER OF JAMES 
 

Lesson Five 
 
In the final chapter, James begins by telling those who would usually be welcomed into the assembly 
and shown favoritism that they should prepare their hearts to weep and wail.  Such reactions are usually 
reserved for the death of a loved one, or in a hopeless situation.  Why is this response appropriate for 
someone who discovers rotted wealth, moth-eaten clothes, and corroded gold? 

 

Job had a much different reaction to the loss of all his wealth.  Read Job 1:21.  How did he respond? 

 

How has their desire for their wealth caused them live their lives? 

 

Who is the “innocent one” being talked about in verse 6?   

 

Give examples of where we might slight someone.  While we might think that we are being rude to 
that one individual (and perhaps even feel justified in doing so), when we act in such a way what are 
we really doing?   

 

The warning about riches then gives way to an encouragement to be patient.  List some reasons why it 
is difficult to be patient.   

 

In Israel, the Autumn rains fell in October and November, allowing the newly planted seed to sprout and 
grow, and the Spring rains, in March and April, would help bring the plant growth to completion, in time 
for harvest.  How is the Christian who is waiting for “the Lord’s coming” like the farmer? 

 

Almost 2000 years have passed since these words were written by James.  Is he right in saying that “the 
Lord’s coming is near”?  Explain your answer.   

 



Out of nowhere, James seems to address the subject of grumbling.  Why at this point?   

 

James points to the Old Testament prophets as examples of patient endurance while suffering.  Why 
doesn’t he give us any details?   

 

How would you define “perseverance”?  Can you give an example? 

 

What enables the Christian to persevere, even when facing overwhelming odds? 

 

A Christian may take an oath (swear) when asked to do so by proper authorities.  What is the reason for 
James’ assertion that we are not to swear “by heaven or by earth or by anything else”? 

 

Agree/Disagree?  “Saying simply ‘yes’ or ‘no’ could be problematic.” 

 

What should Christians do if they have trouble?  if they are happy?  if they are sick? 

 

Why is the prayer of a righteous person “powerful and effective”? 

 

Agree/Disagree?  “We should expect that when we pray for someone who is sick that they  
will be healed.” 

 

“There is nothing I can do.”  We may reach that conclusion when the problems before us are bigger than 
anything we can resolve with our limited resources and abilities.  Do we ever really reach the end of our 
rope?  Explain. 

 

Evaluate:  “It isn’t my job to tell my brother or sister how to live their lives.” 

 

What tidbits do you find in the last two verses of the book of James that help to summarize it all?  


